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The Committee on Concepts and Methods publishes two series of working papers that readers may consult and download at the C&M website. 

• 
Political Concepts contains work on political concepts and political language (including concept analysis, language usage, concept operationalization, and measurement).

• 
Political Methodology contains work on methods and methodology in the study of politics (including research design, the construction and evaluation of empirical evidence, theory building and theory testing).

C&M working papers are meant to share works-in-progress in a timely way before formal publication. While seeking insightful original papers of high quality, our standards for acceptance are necessarily more flexible than those of top journals. Also, rather than highly specialized and technical pieces, we seek contributions whose conceptual or methodological concerns speak to a broader scholarly audience.

All papers are subject to review by either a member of the Editorial Board or an external reviewer, and you have been asked to be that reviewer. In your review, we ask that you complete two steps:
First, please check one of the boxes below, based upon the criteria indicated under each category.

_____ Accept.  Manuscript should be included in the C&M Working Paper Series as written or with minor revisions. The piece makes a substantive contribution to a subject matter pertinent to either of the two Working Paper Series. While the piece need not be of publishable quality (recall that this is a work-in-progress) it should nevertheless make a clear argument and employ appropriate methods to substantiate the argument. It should also meet basic academic standards for style and organization.
_____ Revise and Resubmit.  Manuscript requires substantial reworking before a decision on publication can be made.  The author addresses an important subject matter that is pertinent to either the Political Concepts or Political Methodology Working Paper Series, but the piece is not yet in a form suitable for inclusion in the series. The piece shows real promise, but it has analytical, methodological, stylistic, or organizational shortcomings, as explained in the accompanying assessment, that make it too rough, even for a work-in-progress, to be included in the series.
_____. Reject.  Manuscript is not suitable for inclusion in either the Political Concepts or Political Methodology Working Paper series for reasons indicated in the accompanying assessment. Appropriate grounds for rejection include:  (a) the subject is not pertinent to either the Political Concepts or Political Methodology Series; (b) the piece does not make a substantive contribution to the subject matter of either of these series; or (c) the manuscript falls seriously short of scholarly standards in terms of analysis, method, evidence, style, or organization.
Second, please forward a brief assessment of the manuscript’s strengths and weaknesses, and possible suggestions for revisions and corrections. One paragraph or two are sufficient. These comments will be returned to the author with any identification of your identity removed. 

Please return this completed sheet and the separate brief assessment to the C&M Working Paper series editor, Andreas Schedler. For your convenience, you may also include both pieces of information in the body of your e-mail.
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